
Pastor________________ 

Fr. Mark Horn 

(605) 645-3782 

mhorn@diorc.org 
 

Bulletin Contact_________ 

Bulletin.k.hc@gmail.com 

Deadline: Thursday, 10 a.m. 
 

Reconciliation___________ 

Hill City, Saint Rose of Lima                        

Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. 

Thursdays, 10-11 a.m. 

Saturdays 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

 

Keystone,  Our Lady of Mt.  Carmel,                  

30 minutes prior to Masses 

Mass Schedule & Intentions—- 
(†) indicates deceased 
 

Monday Dec. 21:  

No Mass: Private intentions 
 

Tuesday Dec. 22: 

No Mass:  Private intentions 
 

Wednesday Dec. 23:  

(Keystone) 8 a.m.: Brielle Bohle 
 

Thursday Dec. 24: 

(Hill City) 5:30 p.m.: David 

Geiman† 

(Hill City) Midnight: Protection of 

the unborn 
 

Friday Dec. 25: 

(Keystone) 8 a.m.: Troubled  

marriages 

(Hill City) 10 a.m.:  Tom † and Karen 

Murphy 
 

Saturday Dec. 26: 

(Hill City) 6 p.m.:  Angela Mediger 
 

Sunday Dec. 27:   

(Keystone) 8 a.m.: Sally Haberstroh † 

(Hill City) 10 a.m.:  Pro popolo 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent —  Dec. 20, 2020 

 

Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church 

Hill City, South Dakota 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Keystone, South Dakota 

Fr. Mark Horn • P.O. Box 236 • Hill City, SD  57745 • (605) 574-2479 

Christmas Star on Dec. 21? It’s about Jesus, not a star 

 Our website! 

 https://www.centralblackhillscatholic.com 

By Hannah Brockhaus 
www.catholicnewsagency.com 

The “Great Conjunction” of Jupiter 
and Saturn taking place this month -- 
dubbed the “Christmas Star” -- is a pretty 
sight, but it is impossible to know for sure 
if it has any connection to the Star of 
Bethlehem, a Vatican astronomer said. 

On Dec. 21, the planets Jupiter and 
Saturn will appear a tenth of a degree 
apart in the night sky, something called a 
“Great Conjunction.” 

This conjunction happens approxi-
mately every 20 years, but this year the 
two planets will appear the closest they 
have been in almost 400 years. To the 
naked eye, they will look like one, bright 
star, thus earning the nickname the 
“Christmas Star.” 

Br. Guy Consolmagno, S.J., said 
the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter 
doesn’t have a religious significance, 
but “nonetheless, it is a pretty sight 
that everyone should have a look at.” 

The Jesuit brother is an astrono-
mer and director of the Vatican Ob-
servatory, which has research sites 
outside Rome at Castel Gandolfo and 
in Tucson, Arizona.   

To see the conjunction, he recom-
mended looking just after sunset for 
Jupiter, “the bright ‘star’ low to the 

west; nearby is a fainter ‘star,’ Sat-

urn.” All of December, “Jupiter will be 
creeping closer to Saturn,” he ex-
plained. “On Dec. 21, they’ll be so 
close together that your naked eye 
won’t be able to tell them apart.” 

Some astronomers have theorized 
that this conjunction could be what 

the three “wise men from the East” saw in 

the sky and followed, leading them to find 
the Child Jesus, as recounted in St. Mat-
thew’s Gospel. 

“Is this really what the Star of Bethle-
hem was?” Consolmagno asked. “No one 

knows for sure what the star was, and 
until we have a time machine where we 
can go back and interview Matthew with a 
video recorder, no one ever will know for 
sure!” 

He recalled that the Star of Bethlehem 
itself was not the focus of the account, 
but at whom the star pointed. 

“The important thing to remember is 
that the Star of Bethlehem is just a small 
part of the infancy narrative in Matthew’s 
Gospel. The point of his story isn’t the 
star. It’s the baby,” he said. 

Christmas and Solemnity of Mary Masses 

Christmas Eve (Dec. 24th) 

•5:30 p.m. Hill City,  

                 Bilingual 

•Midnight Mass, Hill City 

Christmas Day (Dec. 25th) 

•8 a.m. Mass, Keystone 

•10 a.m. Mass, Hill City 

Vigil Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Dec. 31st) 

•5:30 p.m. Mass, Hill City, Bilingual 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Jan. 1st) 

•10 a.m. Mass, Keystone 

https://www.centralblackhillscatholic.com/
https://plus.google.com/114887397344970150345?rel=author


Living Rosary:  Baptism of Jesus 
Parishioners, individually or as families, are en-
couraged to pray one decade of the rosary each 
day for peace and healing in our world.  The 
many decades combined create a "Living Ro-
sary".   
 
The FIRST Luminous Mystery is: The Baptism 
in the River Jordan.   
 
The fruit of this decade is Openness to the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Matt 3: 1-2: In those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the desert of Judea and saying 
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
  
Reflection At the beginning, the Father grants his 
Son the consolation of his voice. He won’t on the 
cross. 
“The baptism of Jesus is on his part the ac-
ceptance and inauguration of his mission as 
God’s Suffering Servant” (Catechism, 536). 

In baptism, Christ “procured for us a ‘shortcut’ to 
salvation” (Catechism, 518). 
“Already he is coming to “fulfill all righteousness’, 
that is, he is submitting himself entirely to his 
Father’s will” (Catechism, 536). 
“The Christian must … go down into the water 
with Jesus in order to rise with him, be reborn of 
water and the Spirit so as to become the Father’s 
beloved son in the Son and walk in newness of 
life” (Catechism, 537). 
John didn’t point to anything but Christ: He was 
created for that. That’s what I was created for, 
too. 
For John, only Christ’s standards mattered, not 
the world’s. What are my priorities? 
People were attracted to John, despite his ap-
pearance, because of his fidelity to God and his 
principles. 
John isn’t afraid to challenge people to change, 
and so he betters their lives and is remembered 
by history. 

Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us! 

To access Formed.org, enter the parish code: QTC7QR 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Tues : 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

Thurs: Immediately after 8 a.m. Mass until noon; and 

from 6:30 p.m.- 9 p.m.  

 

Adoracion Eucaristica 

M : 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

 J:  Inmediatamente después de la Misa de 8 a.m. 

hasta el mediodía; y de 6:30 p.m.- 9 p.m.  

An indoor Christian Prayer Labyrinth will be at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center Dec. 21-23 and Dec. 
28-30, from 8 a.m.—6 p.m. daily. Prayers and 
information available. 

Job opening at Spearfish church 
St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, has a job opening for Direc-
tor of Music and Director of Liturgy. The position can be a 
full-time position, or the position can split into two part-
time jobs for two individuals. Information:  St. Joseph Web 
site at www.stjosephspearfish.com. Send cover letter 
and resume to: St. Joseph Church, Attn: Job Applica-
tion 844 N 5th Street, Spearfish, SD 57783.  

Little Free Library at the Chancery office 
 

The Diocese of Rapid City has installed a Little Free 
Library (littlefreelibrary.org) with a Catholic twist. Located 
at the Catholic Chancery, 225 Main St., Rapid City, this 
LFL contains only books on Catholic teachings. For 2000 
years the Catholic Church has been sharing the Love of 
Christ, and we are excited to have this new opportunity 
to reach out to our neighbors. Anyone who reads these 
books is invited to contact Pastoral Ministries at 605-343
-3541 or LFL@diorc.org for more information about 
Jesus Christ and the Catholic faith.  

By Lisa Zengarini 
Vatican News 

As the U.S. gears up for its largest ever 
immunisation campaign against COVID-19, 
the US Bishops further clarify the Church’s 
position regarding vaccines that have some 
connection to cell lines originating from abort-
ed foetuses, reminding that since the start of 
the pandemic it advocated for the develop-
ment of a vaccine that has no link to abortion. 

In a statement released on December 
14, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades, chairman of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ (USCCB) Committee on Doctrine, and 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, chairman of 
the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
reiterate that, given the urgency of the crisis, 
“the lack of available alternative vaccines, and 
the fact that the connection between an abor-
tion that occurred decades ago and receiving 
a vaccine produced today is remote, inocula-
tion with the new COVID-19 vaccines in these 
circumstances can be morally justified”. 

The statement explains that this position 
is based on the teachings of the Church on 
the sanctity of life, quoting Pope John Paul’s 
II Encyclical “Evangelium Vitae” and docu-
ments by the Pontifical Academy for Life and 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
that deal with the issue. Both the Vatican 
Congregation and the Pontifical Academy 
“emphasize the positive moral obligation to do 
good and in so doing to distance oneself as 
much as possible from the immoral act of 
another party such as abortion in order to 
avoid cooperation with someone else’s evil 
actions and to avoid giving scandal, which 

could happen if one’s own actions were per-
ceived by other people to ignore or to mini-
mize the evil of the action.” 

However, they add, "The Holy See points 
out that there are different degrees of respon-
sibility in cooperating with the evil actions of 
others”. Regarding the moral responsibility of 
those who are merely the recipients of unethi-
cal vaccines, the Vatican Congregation af-
firms that “a serious health danger could justi-
fy use of a vaccine which was developed 
using cell lines of illicit origin, while keeping in 
mind that everyone has the duty to make 
known their disagreement and to ask that 
their healthcare system make other types of 
vaccines available”. 

According to the US Bishops, although 
all the three vaccines produced by Pfizer, 
Moderna, and AstraZeneca now available in 
the US have some connection to cell lines 
connected to aborted foetuses, their use 
would be morally justifiable in consideration of 
the present circumstances. These are: the 
lack of an available alternative vaccine “that 
has absolutely no connection to abortion”, the 
serious risk to public health and the need to 
protect the more vulnerable from the disease. 

With regard to the AstraZeneca vaccine, 
the US Bishops note that it is “more morally 
compromised” than the other two, and there-
fore “should be avoided” if there are alterna-
tives available. However, if “one does not 
really have a choice of vaccine, at least, not 
without a lengthy delay in immunization that 
may have serious consequences for one’s 
health and the health of others”, they state 
that “it would be permissible” to accept it. 

US bishops clarify position on Covid-19 vaccines 

https://www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines
https://www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines
http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html


 

Jesus has been made known to bring all nations to obedience of faith 
By Dr. Scott Hahn 
 
Readings: 
2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8–11, 16 
Psalm 89:2–5, 27, 29 
Romans 16:25–27 
Luke 1:26–38 

 
What is announced to Mary in to-

day’s Gospel is the revelation of all that 
the prophets had spoken. It is, as Paul 
declares in today’s Epistle, the mystery 
kept secret since before the foundation 
of the world (see Ephesians 1:9; 3:3–9). 

Mary is the virgin prophesied to 
bear a son of the house of David 
(see Isaiah 7:13–14). And nearly every 
word the angel speaks to her today 
evokes and echoes the long history of 

salvation recorded in the Bible. 

Mary is hailed as the “daughter 
Jerusalem,” called to rejoice that her 
king, the Lord God, has come into her 
midst as a mighty savior 
(see Zephaniah 3:14–17). 

The One whom Mary is to bear will 
be Son of “the Most High”—an ancient 
divine title first used to describe the 
God of the priest-king Melchizedek, 
who brought out bread and wine to 
bless Abraham at 
the dawn of salvation history 
(see Genesis 14:18–19). 

He will fulfill the covenant God 
makes with His chosen one, David, in 
today’s First Reading. As we sing in 
today’s Psalm, He will reign forever as 
highest of the kings of the earth, and 
He will call God “my Father.” As Daniel 

saw the Most High grant everlasting 

dominion to the Son of Man (see Daniel 
4:14; 7:14), His kingdom will have no 
end. 

He is to rule over the house of Ja-
cob—the title God used in making His 
covenant with Israel at Sinai 
(see Exodus 19:3), and again used in 
promising that all nations would wor-
ship the God of Jacob (see Isaiah 2:1–
5). 

Jesus has been made known, Paul 
says today, to bring all nations to the 
obedience of faith. We are called with 

Mary today to marvel at all that the 
Lord has done throughout the ages for 
our salvation. And we too must re-
spond to this annunciation with hum-
ble obedience—that His will be done, 
that our lives be lived according to His 

word. 

Jesús ha sido conocido para llevar a todas las naciones a la obediencia de la fe 
Escrito por Dr. Scott Hahn 
 
Lecturas 
2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8–11, 16 
Salmo 89:2–5, 27, 29 
Romanos 16:25–27 
Lucas 1:26–38 

 
Lo que se anuncia a María en el 

Evangelio de hoy es la revelación de 
todo lo que los profetas habían 
hablado. Es, como Pablo declara en la 
Epístola de hoy, el misterio guardado 
en secreto desde antes de la fundación 
del mundo (véanse Efesios 1:9; 3:3–9). 

María es la virgen profetizada para 
tener un hijo de la casa de David (véase 
Isaías 7:13–14). Y casi todas las 
palabras que el ángel le habla hoy 
evocan y se hacen eco de la larga histo-
ria de salvación registrada en la Biblia. 

María es aclamada como la "hija 
Jerusalén", llamada a regocijarse de 
que su rey, el Señor Dios, ha entrado 
en medio de ella como un poderoso sal-
vador (véase Sofonías 3:14–17). 

Aquel a quien María debe llevar 
será Hijo del "Altísimo", un antiguo 

título divino utilizado por primera vez 
para describir al Dios del sacerdote-rey 
Melquisedec, que sacó pan y vino para 
bendecir a Abraham en 

los albores de la historia de la 
salvación (véase Génesis 14:18–19). 

Cumplirá el convenio que Dios 
hace con Su elegido, David, en la Pri-
mera Lectura de hoy.  

Al cantar en el Salmo de hoy, reina-
rá para siempre como el más alto de los 
reyes de la tierra, y llamará a Dios "mi 
Padre". Cuando Daniel vio al Altísimo 
conceder el dominio eterno al Hijo del 

Hombre (véase Daniel 4:14; 7:14), Su 
reino no tendrá fin. 

Debe gobernar la casa de Jacob, el 
título que Dios usó para hacer Su con-
venio con Israel en el Sinaí (véase Exo-
do 19:3), y más usado para prometer 
que todas las naciones adorarían al 

Dios de Jacob (véase Isaías 2:1–5). 
 
Jesús ha sido dado a conocer, dice 

Pablo hoy, para llevar a todas las 
naciones a la obediencia de la fe. Hoy 
estamos llamados con María a maravil-

larnos de todo lo que el Señor ha hecho 
a lo largo de los siglos por nuestra 
salvación.  

Y nosotros también debemos re-
sponder a esta anunciación con hu-
milde obediencia: que Su voluntad se 
hará, para que nuestra vida sea vivida 
de acuerdo con Su palabra. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Sam%207.1%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Samuel%207.8%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Samuel%207.16
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ps%2089.2%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2089.27
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Psalm%2089.29
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Rom%2016.25%E2%80%9327
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%201.26%E2%80%9338
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Eph%201.9
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Ephesians%203.3%E2%80%939
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Isa%207.13%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Zeph%203.14%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Gen%2014.18%E2%80%9319
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Dan%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Dan%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Daniel%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Exod%2019.3
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Isa%202.1%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Isa%202.1%E2%80%935


 

DAILY READINGS 
 
Monday, Dec. 21: St. Peter Canisius, Priest, Doctor of the 
Church 
Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3: 14-18a  Ps 33: 2-3, 11-12, 20-21 
Lk 1: 39-45 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 22:  
1 Sam 1: 24-28 (Ps) 1 Sm 2: 1, 4-7, 8abcd 
Lk 1: 46-56 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 23: St. John of Kanty, Priest 
Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24  Ps 25: 4bc-5ab, 8-10, 14 
Lk 1: 57-66 
 
Thursday, Dec. 24: THE VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Is 62: 1-5   Ps 89: 4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 
Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25 Mt 1: 1-25 or 1: 18-25 
  
Friday, Dec. 25: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (Christmas) 
(Night)    Is 9: 1-6  Ps 96: 1-3, 11-13  
 Ti 2: 11-14 Lk 2: 1-14 
(Dawn)    Is 62: 11-12 Ps 97: 1, 6, 11-12  
 Ti 3: 4-7  Lk 2: 15-20 
(Day)  Is 52: 7-10 Ps 98: 1-6  
 Heb 1: 1-6 Jn 1: 1-18 or 1: 1-5, 9-14  
 
Saturday, Dec. 26: ST. STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 
Acts 6:8-10; 7: 54-59 Ps 31: 3cd-4, 6-8b, 16bc, 17  
Mt 10: 17-22 
 
Sunday, Dec. 27: THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND 
JOSEPH 
Sir 3: 2-6, 12-14  Ps 128: 1-5 
Col 3: 12-21 or 12-17 Lk 2: 22-40 or 2: 22, 39-40 

Saint Rose of Lima  

Announcements 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Announcements  

Envelopes: $675.00 

Plate: $99.00 

Retired Religious: $100.00 

Immaculate Conception: $10.00 

Christmas: $100.00 

TOTAL: $984.00 

HILL CITY WEEKLY PARISH SUPPORT   
December 13, 2020 

 Fr. Tony Grossenburg 

 Bob Hulet 

 Sheila Grieme 

Barb Bertschinger    

Sheral LaCroix  

Morgan Ten Eyck  

 All the sick and  shut-ins 
of our parish  and commu-
nity 

PRAYER  INTENTIONS 

Flame of Love of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Cenacle 
****Friday following 7:30 a.m. Mass****  

 

Our Lady’s Promise: “With this Flame you will light 
all hearts in the world. This Flame will become a 
fire, and with its shining Light, this fire will blind 

Satan.” 
Our Lady to Elizabeth Kindelmann: “The grace 

from the Flame of Love of My Mother’s Immacu-
late Heart will be to your generation what Noah’s 

Ark was to his generation.” 
 

Questions: Marge Felton 307-351-1478 

Envelopes: $415.00 

Plate: $10.00 

TOTAL: $425.00 

KEYSTONE WEEKLY PARISH SUPPORT   
December 13, 2020 

Fa-la-la-la-la for your neighbors! 
 

The St. Rose of Lima Prayer Ministry encourages parish-
ioners to get out and get caroling! Christmas music book-
lets are on the table at back of church. Enjoy the holidays 
with music! 

Save stamps for missions! 
Please remember this ministry! 

Save your canceled stamps and put them in the collection 
box in front of the Divine Mercy window. What we receive is 
sent to the Sisters of the Holy Cross convent in Indiana. Our 

latest letter from them shares deep appreciation for our 
partnership with them, which helps support the poor in 

areas they serve. 

Thank you for your help! 


